The field this subject covers is so vast it will be impossible, in a paper as short as this will be, to do more than touch on some of the principal parts. I do not expect to bring anything new before the association, and this paper is written rather for the purpose of gaining information from those who I trust will discuss it, than with the idea that it will impart knowledge to any member of this body.
It is much to be regretted that so little is known of dental pathology by the profession at large; and with from twenty to fifty or more members of the profession in almost every city, there can be found few, who have sufficient knowledge of this subject to take under their care and successfully treat any of the diseases common to the oral cavity, save those of the more ordinary character, which come under their observation every day. It is true that the community has not been taught to go to the dentist, in any trouble that cannot be traced directly to the teeth themselves ; but it is the fault of the dentist, who has not prepared himself to undertake much more than the mechanical part, of what is termed operative dentistry, that this is so. When we, as a profession, have qualified ourselves, so that we can meet the general practitioner of medicine, or specialist in any of the branches of medicine, in an intelligent and scientific consultation in regard to disease, perhaps this may be changed. ? The principles involved in the treatment of diseased conditions, rest on the four pillars on which the science of medicine is reared ; without a knowledge of these we are powerless to treat diseases intelligently. What I think she will lose all her teeth in the same way, they show indications of loosening; she keeps them perfectly clean, but in this case it is probably constitutional.
Of all the diseases that present themselves frequently for our treatment, perhaps there is none so common or so per-plexing as that of recession of the gums, the loosening of the teeth, and the oozing of pus from around the necks of the teeth. I do not speak of those cases of inflammation and recession of the gums, which are evidently dependent on the encroachment of foreign substances, such as sail vary calculus; these are more generally confined to the neighborhood of the mouths of the salivary ducts, including the lower front teeth and the superior molars. 
